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Ken Druse's Natural Garden Guides:Award-winning gardening expert Ken Druse offers a personal

selection of 80 ideal plants for the natural gardener, drawn from his best-selling classic The Natural

Shade Garden.This companion guide is illustrated throughout with 130 of Druse's spectacular color

photo-graphs. All-new descriptions discuss the origins of each plant, supply the pronunciation of

their Latin names, and offer information on their ultimate size, time of bloom, light and soil

requirements, cold hardiness, and special interest, such as colorful berries or butterfly attraction.

Here, too, is indispensable advice for using these plants with companions to create striking designs.

Each section has an original introduction presenting valuable techniques for making your own

natural garden. An appendix gives mail-order sources.In 80 Great Natural Shade Garden Plants

Ken Druse selects the best plants for natural gardening in the shade: Ornamental

ShrubsÂ Â Â¸Â Â Perennials for FlowersÂ Â Â¸Â Â Perennials for FoliageÂ Â Â¸Â Â Ground Covers

and VinesÂ Â Â¸Â Â The Best HostasÂ Â Â¸Â Â The Best Ferns
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THE NATURAL SHADE GARDENER by Ken Druse is a beautiful book even if the photos are

slightly "touched up." I have to laugh at the oxymoronic title, however. There is nothing natural about

shade gardening, and this is not the WILD GARDEN William Robinson wrote about where drifts of

plants are allowed to form naturally. I can tell from Druse's photos someone has been working very

hard. Nature's version of vegetation in shade is quite different. Plants in nature tend to run to riot. If

you don't think so, take a walk in the "real" woods. In nature, the toughest plant wins.For example,

Druse says English Ivy is a good ground cover in shade. Well, it is. English Ivy will grow in



shade---and grow and grow and grow. Recently, a group of local volunteers in our area pulled

English Ivy from the trees in a local nature preserve. The stuff kills. Another vine Druse

recommends without a warning is Porcelain-berry which is becoming a major problem in along the

east coast. Are you old enough to remember the introduction of the new wonder vine Kudzu??On

the other hand, Druse says Tradescantia, a native of Virginia brought to England where it was

hybridized at Kew Gardens is a pest. Well, it is a prolific plant if you reintroduce it in a Zone 7

garden, but it can be controlled without a great deal of effort, unlike Lysimachia clethroides (White

Gooseneck Loosestrife) which Druse recommends without warning that it will take over if you invite

it into your garden. Allen Lacey and other garden writers have ID'd Gooseneck Loosestrife as a

"thug in the garden" and I can tell you from personal experience they are absolutely correct (of

course I had to find out for myself!!).
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